
 

PSAT 8/9 2016 

 WHO IS TAKING THE PSAT?   

All students in grades 9-11 will be taking the PSAT on Wednesday, October 19, 2016, beginning at 7:45 a.m.  In 

Homeroom the day before, you will get a pass that will tell you your testing location.     

 

 WHAT IS THE PSAT?   

The PSAT is a suite of prep tests for the Scholastic Aptitude Test.  (The SAT is a test that is usually required 

when you apply to a 4-year college and can be used for college placement for a 2-year college.)   

 Your score on the PSAT will give you feedback on your academic skills and help you plan 

what you need to work on in the future.   

 The PSAT 8/9 establishes a baseline measurement of your college and career readiness as 

you enter high school. It also gives you a chance to preview the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, and 

connect to AP courses.   

 This year, 9th graders will take the PSAT 8/9, and 10th and 11th graders will take the 

PSAT/NMSQT (National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test).  

 

 WHAT IS TESTED ON THE PSAT 8/9?   

The PSAT 8/9 has 3 components: Reading, Writing and Language, and Math tests. 

 Reading:  

o Reading Test approximately 55 minutes 

Students will read passages and interpret informational graphics.  You will then use what 

you’ve read to answer questions.  Questions are multiple choice and based on passages.  You 

will encounter the following topics: 

1. One passage from a classic or contemporary work of U.S. or world literature 

2. One passage or a pair of passages from either a U.S. founding document or a text in the 

great global conversation they inspired (ex. The U.S. Constitution or a speech by Nelson 

Mandela) 

3. A selection about economics, psychology, sociology, or some other social science 

4. Two science passages (or one passage and one passage pair) that examine foundational 

concepts and developments in Earth science, Biology, Chemistry, or Physics. 

 Writing and Language 

o Writing and Language Test approximately 30 minutes 

Students will do three things that people do all the time when they write and edit which is 

read, find mistakes and weaknesses, and then fix them.  All questions are multiple choice and 

based on passages.  To answer questions, you’ll need to look closely at a single sentence.  

Others require the entire piece and interpreting a graphic.     

 

 

 



 Mathematics:   

Focuses in depth on two areas: the Heart of Algebra (linear equations and systems) and Problem 

Solving and Data Analysis (using math understanding and skills to solve real-world problems).  

There will also be some Passport to Advanced Math questions which will require the manipulation 

of complex equations. 

 

Some questions require a multiple-choice answer and others require a “grid-in” answer. 

o Math- No Calculator approximately 20 minutes 

o Math- Calculator approximately 40 minutes 

 

 HOW IS THE PSAT SCORED? 

 No penalty for guessing: For each correct answer, you will receive one point. You will not lose 

points for wrong answers, so you should try to answer every question. Any questions you don’t 

answer will not count against you. 

 Raw score:  This will be the number of questions you answered correctly. 

 Equated score: Based on your raw score, your equated score will approximate how you would 

score on the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT.  The maximum score for each section of the PSAT 8/9 is 720 

with a maximum total score of 1440.   

 Subscores: The PSAT 8/9 report will provide you with subscores (on a 1-15 scale) for the different 

parts of the test, so you’ll be able to identify your areas of strengths and challenge. 

 

 HOW CAN I PREPARE FOR THE PSAT? 

Long Term:  Read widely, prepare for tests and quizzes, do your homework, and take challenging 

courses.   

Short Term:   

 Sign up for the free, official SAT prep course at www.khanacademy.org/sat 

Since the PSAT is completely aligned with the new SAT, this individualized, interactive course will 

help you prepare for both tests. 

 Make sure you are well rested and ready to go on test day.  A good night’s sleep will help 

your body and brain function efficiently. Eat a good breakfast.  

 

 WHAT SHOULD I BRING ON TEST DAY? 

Bring at least two #2 pencils (you cannot use mechanical pencils, highlighters, or pens), and an approved 

calculator (four-function or scientific).  Bring your materials for your afternoon classes, too.  You might also 

want a snack for break time (optional). 

 

 WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

For more information about the PSAT 8/9, PSAT practice, and scoring, visit http://www.collegeboard.com  

Click on the PSAT/NMSQT link at the top and then the PSAT 8/9 link under SAT Suite of Assessments. 

 

 WHEN WILL I GET MY RESULTS?   

The College Board will send CHS your score report with an access code to view your scores online about 2 

months after you’ve taken the PSAT. You can then link your scores to your free Khan Academy account to 

individualize your future PSAT/SAT practice. Check out this feature at: 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores/student-score-reports   

http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.collegeboard.com/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9/scores/student-score-reports

